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been forced to choose between Right and Falsehood, and they
made the wrong decision.

The case of two of them must be specially noticed, in pre-
paration for the next chapter. What are the allusions in these
cryptic verses ?

He it is that destroys the loic, who declares that the O\ and the Sun
are the worst thing to behold with the eyes. (Vs. 3210.)

To his (Zarathushtra's) undoing Cnehma and the Kavis have long
devoted their purposes and enemies, for they bet themselves to help the
False, and that it may be said 'The Ox shall be sUin, that it may
kindle the Averter of Death to help us '. (Ib. n.)

When wilt them smite the filthiness of this intoxicant, through which
the Karapans evilly deceive, and the wicked lords of the lands with
purpose fell? (Vs. 48".)

We have here fierce denunciation of the daevayasna, the
worship of the old gods, as carried on by the Kavis, chiefs
hostile to the Reform, and the Karapans, priests of their
worship: Bendva and Grchma were their respective ring-
leaders. Now Durcloset^ * Avcrtcr of Death,' is the standing
epithet of Haoma (the Indian Soma) in the Later Avcsta.
We cannot fail to recognize the Prophet's wrath against the
wild nocturnal orgy, primed with maddening drink under
religious sanctions, at which the poor husbandmen's cattle were
slain ' with shouts of joy' (Ys. 3&12). And when we recall the
Mithraic taurobolium, the sacramental slaying of an ox in
commemoration of Mithra's primaeval sacrifice, the probability
becomes fairly strong that even Mithra himself was implicated
in the denunciation. Of course his name does not appear, nor
that of Haoma : the priests who preserved the Gathas would
certainly not retain in their worship stanzas that denounced
such sacred names, though, as we can see, the names of Mithra
and Haoma in the Later Avesta denote very different beings
from those which Zarathushtra repudiated, The very silence
of the Gathas is evidence enough that the great name of
Mithra was not venerated by the Reformer, who could not
possibly have been ignorant of it. The gulf between the